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Agriculture department headsto meet in Garden City
TOPEKA —Secretaries, commissionersand directorsof agriculturefrom 12 Midwestern stateswill arrivein
Garden City thisweekend for the Midwest Association of State Departmentsof Agriculture 2002 meeting.

Thegroup will begreeted by Kansas Secretary of Agriculture Jamie Clover Adams, who earned the
honor of hosting the annual meeting when shewas el ected president of theassociation last year. Themeetingis
officially dubbed“MASDA 2002: AgricultureisBIG inKansas.”

Thefour-day event startsinformally with awelcomereception at the PlazaHotel Saturday evening. The
meeting will officially get underway when Kansas Senator Stephen Morrisdeliversopening remarksat abrunch
Sunday morning. Morrisisthefirst of three high-ranking Kansas officialsto addressthe group.

Lt. Gov. Gary Sherrer will speak at areception and dinner at the Garden City fairgrounds Sunday
evening, and Kansas Adjutant Genera Gregory Gardner will speak about homeland security at aluncheon
Monday at the Southwind Country Club.

Federal officialsalso area so featured ontheagenda. Dr. James Buitler, deputy undersecretary of
USDA'smarketing and regulatory programs, will speak at aworkshop Monday afternoon, aswill James
Gulliford, administrator of the EPA Region V11 office.

Thegroup asowill get an up-closelook at local agricultura operationswhen they tour BeefLand Feed
Yard and the SantaFe Trail Dairy. Other tour stopsincludethe Gray County Wind Farm, the OgallalaAquifer
Center and Reeve Agri-Energy.

Theregiona association hasmembersfrom llinois, Indiana, lowa, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri,
Nebraska, North Dakota, Ohio, South Dakota, Wisconsin and Kansas. Itispart of alarger association, the
National Associationof State Departmentsof Agriculture, whichisbased in Washington, D.C. NASDA
president Billy Ray Smith, Kentucky’scommissioner of agriculture, alsoisscheduled to attend the event.

Planning for the meeting began nearly ayear ago, when Adams selected Garden City astheidedal
location based onitsrich agricultural tradition. In 2000, the Kansas Agricultural Statistics Serviceranked
Finney County first inthe statefor the value of cropsharvested ($92 million) and livestock produced ($130
million), and second in the statefor the number of acresdevoted to farming.
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“It wasn't an easy decisionto make, considering | had the entire state to choosefrom,” said Adams.
“But Garden City seemed likethe perfect location becauseit offersacompel ling snapshot of Kansas' thriving
agricultura industry.”

Adamsalso creditsstaff at the agriculture marketing division with the Kansas Department of Commerce
and Housi ng with hel ping put the meeting together.

“| dwayswel cometheopportunity to work withtheag marketing divison,” Adamssaid. “Thisisjust
onemoreinalineof successful collaborations.”

Kansasdiffersfrom other state departments of agriculturein that agriculture marketingisnot part of the
agency. Several yearsago thefunction was shifted to the Kansas Department of Commerce and Housing,
which Adams considersawise move becauseit includesagriculture with the other Kansasproductsthe sateis
promoting.
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